From Falkland Place, ipth August, 1583, the young King James VI had written in French in
reply to overtures from the Duke of Guise, " I cannot express the pleasure I experienced at receiving
your letter . , . The offers you make me arc so agreeable that I am very happy, and desirous
of accepting them ... I esteem it the greatest treasure I have on earth to find so near a relative
who is universally acknowledged to be the first Captain of our time, both for valour and prudence,
ready to take my part . . ." He urged "secrecy" in the matter of "my mother's release." (Cal:
S.P.S. III. pp. 502-503).
On the ipth February following (Ib: pp. 517-518) James wrote to die Duke that great as was his
esteem for " your advice and counsel " his Ambassador (Lord Seton) " will also have told you of the
trouble which has occurred .... in consequence of my having, in accordance with my duty
and your advice, undertaken the defence ... of my much revered and dear mother." He refers
to Queen Elizabeth as intending " the subversion of my state "; and appeals to Guise to influence on
his behalf all " the Princes who are your friends, and even the Holy Fadier, to whom I am writing."
His letter to the Pope (Ib: pp. 518-519) commends " the affection and good will" of His Holiness,
and blames for all the troubles "my neighbour the Queen of England."
Having touched upon the " evil behaviour" of his subjects, as encouraged by Elizabeth, the
King of Scots appealed to Pope Gregory for " aid and succour," for the " affection you bear towards our
very dear mother, although I myself have hitherto deserved nothing at your hands .... The
extreme need I now am in, is such that unless I have some help from abroad, I shall find myself in
danger of being forced to second the designs of my greatest enemies .... I hope to be able to
satisfy your Holiness on all other points, especially if I am aided in my great need . . .
" I pray your Holiness will please to keep very secret the communication I thus open with you,
.... as my interests would otherwise be retarded, seeing the weakness of my resources and the
small means I have here at present to defend myself, if I was assailed by my rebels and the Queen of
England." This was not the best way to touch the heart of the Pope; who handed this letter and
Guise's over to the Count of Olivares, to be communicated to King Philip (Ib: no: 379. pp. 525-526,)
"recommending this cause to you, and leaving all details to your Majesty's decision ..." He, for
his part, promises to help to the extent mentioned in the statement of i6th August last."

